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Danilo will rest when he reaches the goal of 10
million tourists. Neither the sargassum nor the
well-orchestrated campaign abroad about the
death of American tourists, will stop him. He
has formed an unbreakable alliance with the
hotel businesses to avoid the entrance of
sargassum to the beaches in the East coast. He
is aware, on the other hand, that the perverse
campaign about the low probability that
tourists have of surviving in our geography, has
its days numbered
 
Some think that the campaign has been
orchestrated by countries that compete with
the Dominican Republic in the tourism market.
They maintain that, in the race to attract
tourists, the Dominican Republic has taken a
strong lead. To slow this growth, our
competitors present cases of American tourists
that have died in our country. The problem that
this hypothesis faces is that the United States is
the country with the widest and most varied
base of statistical information in the world,
which allows us to verify the validity or
falseness of any hypothesis.
 
By entering the database of the US
Department of State, we find the data on
deceased US citizens in each country in the
world. This data includes all deceased US
citizens, including US tourists who died in the
receiving country. We will use the data from
2018. The next step is to obtain information on
the arrival of American tourists in each of the
countries of the world in 2018, for which this
information is available. We will only analyze
the countries that received 50,000 or more US
tourists. With both sets of information, we then
went on to construct the following index:
deaths of US citizens for every 100,000 US
tourists.
 
In which country are US citizens most likely to
die? “Dominican Republic!”, the funny
comedian would shout. Calm down, don’t get
carried away. The correct answer is Uruguay.
Uruguay? Yes. In 2018, Uruguay led the world
with an index of 7.5 deaths per 100,000
American tourists. Has anyone seen any news
about this "genocide of Americans"? Nope. 

Who follows Uruguay? “Dominicana!” he yells again.
Wrong. The second place corresponds to Thailand, with
6.6 deaths per 100,000 American tourists. Honduras,
with 5.0 deaths per 100,000 tourists, occupies the third
position, followed by Kenya (3.5), New Zealand and
Ukraine (3.3); Trinidad-Tobago (3.0), Ecuador (2.6), El
Salvador, Nepal, Nicaragua, Cambodia, Saudi Arabia,
Vietnam, Indonesia and Fiji (2.5); Colombia and the
Philippines (2.3); Costa Rica (2.0) ..... “and
Dominicana?” the comedian returns to ask. Patience,
we will get there.



The list continues with Belize (2.0), Mexico (1.9), Pakistan and Saint Marteen (1.8); Taiwan (1.7), Malaysia
(1.6), Bolivia, Burma and Australia (1.5); Haiti (1.4), Chile, Bermuda and Sri Lanka (1.3); South Korea (1.2),
Guyana, Cayman Islands and Panama (1.1); Romania, Turks and Caicos Islands, Bulgaria and Barbados
(1.0); Jamaica, Poland, Brazil, Jordan and Japan (0.9); Lebanon, Peru and Kuwait (0.8); Slovenia, United
Arab Emirates, Iceland, and South Africa (0.7); followed by Iceland, South Africa, Greece, Cuba,
Croatia, Ghana, Israel and, finally, the Dominican Republic, Hungary, and China (0.6).
 
Given that Argentina (0.3) is the only country in the region with a lower index than the Dominican
Republic (0.6), because Saint Kitts and Nevis, Bahamas and Saint Lucia with 0.5 are very close to ours,
the hypothesis that the perverse campaign originates in competitors such as Mexico, Jamaica or Costa
Rica, where it is more probable that an American will die during a visit, cannot be validated.
 
Others say that the campaign has been orchestrated internally, in order to harm the government and
bring Danilo down, with disregard of whether it affects tourism and generates an economic crisis. This
hypothesis is much less credible than the previous one. Why? Very easy. First, because opposition is
smarter than some recognize. It would not, therefore, touch on such a dangerous “key”. Take a look at
the second graph and you will understand why. The Dominican Republic, with 0.6, currently exhibits the
lowest death rate of US citizens for every 100 thousand US tourists that visited us, of the last 16 years.
This contrasts with an average of 3.6 during October 2002-December 2004 and 1.7 during 2005-2012.

Second, because the opposition is aware that a crisis in the tourism sector that triggers a hike in the
nation’s economic uncertainty, can become a double-edged sword. No one should forget that the
determining factor behind the modification of the term-limits in New York that allowed Michael
Bloomberg to opt and be elected for a third consecutive term in 2009 was the global financial crisis
that began with the collapse of Lehman Brothers. Entrepreneurs do not commit suicide. Faced with
disturbances that could negatively impact the new backbone of our economy, tourism, and raise the
level of economic uncertainty, surely, they will not take risks. They will want experienced hands, totally
committed to the economic and social progress of the nation, to continue guiding us to reach the goal
of 10 million tourists.
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